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[LET FER 
Mr. CHUBB. 


. | 

0 U have, in Terms fo very ſerious 
and pathetick, recommended your 
or GosPEL or JESUs CHRIST 
ASSERTED, particularly to the Con- 
ſideration of thoſe, who, as your Style is, 
«* Eſteem themſelves, or are eſteemed by others, { 
to be Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and Preachers | 
Hof his Goſpel” ; that I cannot but ſuppoſe i | 
it will be ſome Satisfaction to you, to know i 
the Sentiments of one of them, who profeſſe | 
to have read with Care, and examined with | 


Candour your Work. But indeed a bare Gra- | 
B tification | j 


[.2 ] 

tification of Curioſity would neither excuſe the 
Trouble I give you, nor myſelf. My Purpoſe 
15 more extenſive, more important: I hope to 
do. ſome Service to the Cauſe of Chriſt, fome 
to my Chriſtian Brethren, ſome to yourſelf. 
You undertook to aſſert the true Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; but, upon the ſtricteſt Scrutiny I 
have been able to make, you appear to have 
greatly miſrepreſented it; and if I can con- 
vince you, that what I take to be Errors are 
indeed ſuch, you will at once have an Oppor- 
tunity of rectifying them, of undeceiving thoſe 
Readers who are amuſed with Appearances 
inſtead of Realities, and of improving your 
own Conduct in time to come. 


By the ſingular Equity of our Laws, and by 
the ſteady Integrity, Moderation and Wiſdom 
of our Governors, we, who live in this Land 
of Liberty, are allowed a free Examination of 
Religion; and by this glorious Liberty we 
ſtand juſtly and eminently diſtinguiſhed among 
the Nations of the Earth. — But has this no 
Bounds ? Should it not be uſed with Decency, 
Prudence and Modeſty ? A Regard and 
Reverence has ever been ſhewn by all Nations 
to the Religion of their Country: Some Defe- 
rence is due to the Authority of wiſe and good 
Men, ſome to general Opinion and Eſteem ; 
nay, even general Prejudices and Miſtake | 
ſhould, I think, be treated with Gentlenels, 


and good Manners. Men, the moſt — 
E the 


JS 


the moſt judicious, tho' they ever ſo much in- 
tend, and believe that they are promoting 
Truth, and correcting Error, ſhould yet pro- 
poſe Notions that are novel, and contradictory 
to the prevailing Senſe of Mankind, with a 
modeſt Diihdence ; as being conſcious of the 
Imperfections of Human Underſtanding, and 
well knowing that our Paſſions are apt to miſ- 
lead us, and that our Prejudices often cheat us 
with a deluſive Shew of Reaſon, 


SOCRATES, the great Light of Greece, 
judged it a Thing fo difficult preciſely to 
determine Truth, that he would in no caſe 
poſitively affirm: The greateſt Genius that 
ever adorned this Nation, and perhaps the 
World, when he publiſhed his New Philo- 
ſophy, tho' ſupported by the beſt human 
Means of Certainty, Experiments and Demon- 
ſtrations, was asMemarkable for his Modeſty, 
as for his wonderful Diſcoveries. 


EveN in ſettling a Point of Hiſtory or 
Chronology, or a Reading of a Pagan Author, 
or in delivering any ſpeculative Dectrines of 
Philoſophy, and the like; Raſhneſs, Arrogance, 
and a dogmatical Poſitiveneſs, are very unſeemly 
and diſtaſteful : Surely then, the Modeſty and 
Diſcretion of thoſe Perſons ſhould be very con- 
ſpicuous, who undertake to dictate, innovate, 
and reform in Matters of Religion ; a Thing 
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of the utmoſt Moment and Concern to all 
Mankind! 


In your Preface, Sir, you addreſs your Rea- 
ders in theſe Words: * have in the follow- 
« ing Tract ſhewn you, what was the great 
« End and the profeſſed Deſign of our Lord 
&« Jeſus Chriſt's coming into the World.” — 
Again, „I have likewiſe ſhewn you, what 
c Method Chriſt took, and the Means he 
« made uſe of, in order to obtain that End.” 
—— Once more, / have allo ſhewn you, 
« what is ſtrictly and properly the true Goſpel 
« of Jeſus Chriſt.” And, page 19. © This 
« 75 the true Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt.” —- 


ARE you then fo very ſure that you have 
rightly ſettled theſe moſt important Points? Are 
you not aware, that you have the general Voice 
of the whole Body of Chriſtians againſt you, 
for above ſeventeen Ages? Doth the Judgment 
of very many wile, learned and virtuous Men, 
paſs for nothing ? Exerciſe your Reaſon 
as much as you pleaſe, examine the holy Scrip- 
tures with all Freedom, and publiſh the Reſult 
of your Inquiries to the World; but till 
remember, that God has given the Talent of 
Reaſon to the reſt of Mankind, as well as to 
you ; and that they were neither all Fools, nor 
all Knaves, who, from the Days of the Apoſtles 
till now, have been employed in ſtudying and 
expounding the Holy Scriptures, 


IENTER- 


. 


I ENTERTAIN fo good an Opinion of you, 
as not to doubt your Belief that the Scheme 
you have given of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 
is true; but I am full of Wonder that you 
could ever ſo far impoſe upon yourſelf, nor 
can I tell how to account for it, otherwiſe than 
by ſuppoſing that you, after the Faſhion of cer- 
tain learned Critics, have been more attentive to 
what you judged the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould 
have been, than to what it really is. To be 
plain, you ſeem to me to have formed to your- 
ſelf a Standard of true Revelation beforehand, 
and then to have forced the Goſpel of Chriſt 
to ſuit with your Standard. 


Tux firſt Step neceſſary for aſcertaining the 
true Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, one would think, 
ſhould be to inquire, Where it is to be found : 
Whether in the four Goſpels alone, or in the 
whole Canon of the New Teſtament alone; 
or in the four Goſpels, or whole Canon of the | 
New Teſtament, as connected with the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament. Bur you, with- 1 
out any Proof or Examination that I can 4 
find, take for granted, that the Goſpel of 1 
Jeſus Chriſt is to be learned from“ © the | | 


« Hiſtory of his Life and Miniſtry alone” 
(pag. 16, 20, 21.); and from thoſe Parts of it 
only, that introduce him teaching his own | 
Doctrine. For thus you write: The Goſpel | 
of Jeſus Chriſt is not an hiſtorical Account 
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« of Matters of Fat: As thus; Chriſt ſuf- 
ce fered, died, roſe from the Dead, aſcended 
«© into Heaven, Sc. — Chriſt turned Water 
« into Wine, gave Sight to the Blind, Feet to 
« the Lame, Life to the Dead, &c. — The 
« Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt was that Doctrine 
« which he preached, and not any Hiſtory of 
« Facts, which relate either to his Perſon or 
« Miniſtry. — The Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 
« is not any particular private Opinion of any, 
ce or of all the Writers of the Hiſtory of his 
« Life and Miniſtry ; nor any private Opinion 
« of any, or of all thoſe whom he ſent out to 
« publiſh his Goſpel to the World; nor is any 
tt of their Reaſonings or Concluſions, founded 
« on, or drawn from ſuch Opinions, any Part 
« of that Goſpel” (pag. 43, 44, 45, 46.) 
Theſe Paſſages plainly confine the Goſpel of 
Chriſt to thoſe Parts of the four Goſpels, where- 
in he is repreſented teaching his own Doctrine. 
And this is a Poſition I can by no means grant: 
On the contrary, I contend, that the good 
Tidings, or good News, or Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, is to be had from the whole Canon of 
the New Teſtament compared with the Old 
Teſtament. 

Tu E ſacred Writings of the Old Teſtament 
contain a large Number of Types, Predictions 
and Prophecies, relating to a certain eminent 
Perſon called Meſſiah, or the Anointed, who 
was to appear in the World many Ages after. 


By theſe he is very diſtinctly characteriz d: 
The 


Hp 

The Time and Place of his Birth are deter- 
mined, the Lineage or Stock from which he 
was to ſpring, the good Tidings he was to 
preach, the violent Death he was to ſuffer, his 
Reſurrection, and many other Circumſtances, 
This Character of Meſſias, or Chriſt, the bleſſed 
Jeſus expreſsly takes upon himſelf : Some of 
thoſe Predictions and Prophecies he particu- 
larly applies to himſelf, and refers generally to 
them all. The Spirit of the Lord 1s upon me, 
ſays our Saviour, becauſe he hath anointed me to 
preach the Goſpel to the Poor [or, as it is in 
1/atab, chap. Ixi. 1. Tofreach good Tidings unto 
the Meek) ; he hath ſent me to heal the Broken- 
hearted, to preach Deliverance to the Captives, 
and Recovering of Sight to the Blind ; to ſet at 
Liberty them that are bruiſed, to preach the 
acceptable Year of the Lord. And he began 
to jay unto them, This Day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your Ears, Luke iv. 18, 19, 21. 
And again in his Diſcourſe with the Woman 
of Samaria, The Woman ſaith unto bim, I 
know that Meſfias cometh, which is called Chriſt : 
When he is come, be will tell us all Things, 
Jeſus ſaith unto her, I that ſpeak unto thee, 
am be, John iv. 25, 26. So likewiſe, in his 
Anſwer to the High- prieſt: Again the High- 
prieſt asked him, and ſaid unto him, Art thou 
the Chriſt, the Son of the Bleſſed? And Feſus 
aid, I am, Mark xiv. 61, 62. In theſe Paſ- 
ſages, and ſeveral others that might be quoted, 
the holy Jeſus declares himſelf to be the pro- 

miſed 
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miſed Meſſiah. And, conſiſtently with this, 
he refers frequently, in the Courſe of his Mi- 
niſtry, to the ſacred Text of the Old Teſtament: 
Search the Scriptures, ſays he; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal Life, and they are they 
which teſtify of me, John v. 39. And, ver. 46. 
Had ye believed Moſes, ye would have believed 
me: for he wrote of me, And, ſpeaking to 
his Apoſtlesafter his Reſurrection, He ſaid unto 
them, Theſe are the Words, which I ſpake unto 


you, while I was yet with you, that all Things 


muſt be fulfilled which were written in the Law 
of Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in the 
Pſalms, concerning me, Luke xxiv. 44. And 
ver. 46. Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe from the Dead the 
third Day, and that Repentance and Remiſſion 
of Sins ſhould be preached in his Name, among 
all Nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. 


THESE Sayings of our Saviour, by him 
delivered at different Times of his Miniſtry, 
to me appear a ſufficient Proof, that the Old 


| Teſtament is cloſely connected with the Goſpel 


of Chriſt ; and that the latter cannot be under- 
ſtood without the former. How therefore you 
came to confine the good Tidings of Jeſus 
Chriſt to the four Goſpels only, and but to 
a ſmall Part of them too, without taxing 
notice of the Predictions and Prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament relating to the Meſſiah, is what 


I leave to yourſelf to explain. It may alſo 
deſerve 


deſerve your Conſideration, whether this be 


reconcileable with what Sr. Paul declares to 
Timothy, that the holy Scriptures [of the Old 
Teſtament] were able to make him wiſe unto 
Salvation, through Faith, which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, 2 Tim. iii. 15. 


Bur I fay farther, that the whole Canon of 
the New Teſtament is likewiſe neceſſary to a 
right underſtanding of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt. The Apoſtles were by our Lord him- 
{elf choſen, inſtructed, and ſent to preach and 
propagate the Goſpel. Of their Commiſſion 
and Authority thus ſpeaks he himſelf : As Thou 
haſt ſent me into the World, even ſo have J alſo 
ſent them into the Wori i, John xvii. 18. As my 
Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend J you, xx. 
21. He that recerveth you, receiveth me, Mat. 
x. 40, And to enable and animate them fully 
to execute their Apoſtleſhip, he promiſes to 
ſend the Holy Ghoſt to them after his Death. 
T will pray the Father, and he ſhall give you 
another Comforter, that be may be abide with 
you for ever, even the Spirit of Truth, John 
xiv. 16, 17. But the Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my 
Name, he ſhall teach you all Things, and bring 
all Things to your Remembrance, whatſoever I 
bave ſaid unto you, ver. 26, I have yet many 
Things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now, Howbeit, when be, the Spirit 


of Truth, is come, be will guide you into all 
Truth : 
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Truth: For he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf, but 
whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall he ſpeak : 
And he will ſhew you Things to come, John xvi. 
12, 13. And, after his Reſurrection, inlarg- 
ing their Commiſſion, which before was con- 
fined to the Jew:/h Nation alone, (Mat. x. 5, 
6.) he gives his laſt perſonal Inſtruction to 
them thus: Go ye therefore, and teach all 
Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Mat. xxviii. 19. — 


FROM hence it appears, at our Saviour 
appointed the Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel, 
firſt to the Jews, and then to the Gentiles; 
and delegated to them the ſame Authority that 
he himſelf had: That, to enable them more 
effectually to propagate the Goſpel, he pro- 
miſed to ſend to them, after his Death, the 
Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth, or Holy 
Ghoſt, which ſhould abide with them for ever, 
ſhould teach them a// Things, ſhould lead them 
into all Trurb: That he had many Things to 
ſay to them, which, in his Life-time upon 
Earth, they could not bear; but that the 
Spirit of Truth, afterwards to come, would 
reveal them, and would, not only bring to 
their Remembance whatſoever he had ſaid to 
them, but alſo ſhew them Things to come. 


Now every ſingle Book of the New Teſta- 


ment was wrote either by an Apoſtle, or ud 
the 


* 


the Appointment andApprobation of an Apoſtle 


ſo that they are all of the ſame divine Autho- 
rity: Every one alſo of thoſe Buoks was wrote 
in order to publiſh, or explain, or confirm the 
Goſpel. Some Things relating to the Goſpel 
are recorded in ſome of the ſacred Books, that 
are not found in others: And ſome Things, by 
our Lord's expreſs Promiſe, were to be revealed 
to the Apoſtles, which the Order of Time 
would not allow to be inſerted in the Hiſtory 
of what he ſaid and did: From whence it fol- 
lows, that the whole Canon of the New 
Teſtament is neceſſary to a right underſtanding 
of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Burt ſo little Reverence or Regard do you 
pay to the facred Penmen and their Writings, 
that you ſcraple not to affirm, that it is a 
Matter of no Concern to us, whether what 
St. Peter has delivered, with reſpect to Chriſt's 
preaching to the Spirits in Priſon, 1 Pet. iii. 
19, 20. be true or falſe, pag. 45. And in the 
ſame Strain, ſpeaking of the Account St. James 
gives of Elias, (Chap. v. 17, 18.) you ſay; 
Whether it be true in fact, or not, it maketh 
* Nothing to us,” — 


THx Church of Chriſt is built upon a 
Rock, and is not to be ſhaken by ſuch feeble 
Efforts. It is a Matter of no Concern to 
us, ſay you, whether two of our Lord's 


Apoſtles have related Truth or Falſhood. 
CY But 
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But are we at all concerned, that Chriſt is 
come in the Fleſh, that he has fulfilled the 
Scriptures, preached the Goſpel, wrought 
Miracles, publiſhed the Doctrine of Salvation ; 
that he died, roſe from the Dead, and viſibly 
aſcended into Heaven? Are theſe Things of 
Importance? Why all, or next to all we know 
of them, comes from the Apoſtles, and reſts 
wholly upon their Veracity. And if their 
Hiſtory of theſe Things may be ſuppoſed falſe 
in any one Inſtance; why not in any, or ever 

other? It will not ſuffice to anſwer, That the 
Doctrine taught by Jeſus, is in its own Nature 
ſo good and excellent, that it abundantly re- 
commends itſelf to every Man's Approbation. 
For, as no one could certainly ſay, beforehand, 
what the all-wiſe God would reveal to Man- 
kind; ſo neither could any one, afterwards, 
have collected, from the Doctrine alone, that 
it was a complete Revelation of his Will. 
However, let the Doctrine appear to be as 
ſingularly excellent as you pleaſe; ſtill, where 
is the Stamp of divine Authority? How ſhall 
we know that the Meſſiah, foretold, and par- 

ticularly deſcribed ſo many Ages before his 
Coming, has actually been made maniſeſt to the 
World? And, allowing him to be come, what 
Aſſurance can we have that this is the very 
Doctrine by him taught? And farther, ſup- 
poſing this to be really the Doctrine of Jeſus, 
how ſhall we be convinced, that he wrought 
Miracles, and fulfilled the Scriptures, and his 


OWL 
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own Prophecies, in the Manner he is ſaid to 
have done ? Take away the Credit of the 
Apoſtles, and prove theſe Things who can : 
But their Credit muſt be effectually overthrown, 
if two of them may be ſuppoſed to have related 
any Thing falſe in the Paſſages you alledge : 
For the former of thoſe Paſſages contains a 
Tranſaction of our Lord himſelf; the latter 
a Piece of Hiſtory confirmed by him. 


Bur this is not all. Our Lord himſelf 
authorized theſe Apoſtles, to preach and pro- 
pagate the Goſpel in his Name : And, for that 
very Purpoſe, promiſed to ſend the Holy Ghoſt 
to guide them into all Truth, John xvi, 13. 
And you yourſelf allow, that in his Mouth 
was no Guile (pag. 55.). Are theſe Things 
ſo? If they are; it can never be ſuppoſed, 
without Conſequences ſubverſive of Chriſtia- 
nity, that theſe ſelf-ſame Apoſtles have, under 
Pretence of publiſhing the Goſpel, publiſhed 
Fables or Eyes to the World. — In ſhort, Sir, 
it mattereth ſo much to us, that the Writings ' 
of the Apoſtles be according to Truth, that 
if they can be proved contrary to it, I ſee not 
how the Character of our bleſſed Saviour can 
be upported. * 


You go on to invalidate the Credit of the 
Apoſtles, and their Writings, in the Words fol- 
lowing, pag. 46. The Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 
** 18 not any particular private Opinion of any, 

"00 
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« or of all the Writers of the Hiſtory of his 
“Life and Miniſtry; nor any private Opinion 
© of any or of all thoſe whom he ſent out to 
* publiſh his Goſpel to the World; nor is any 
&« of their Reaſonings or Concluſions, founded 
* on, or drawn from ſuch Opinions, any Part of 
that Goſpel, Thus St. John begins his Ziftory, 
2, . In the Beginning was the 
« Word, and the Word was with © 79d, and 
« the Word was God. The ſanic was in the 
& Beginning with God. All Thing: were made 
« by him; and without him was not any Thing 
« made, that was made. Theſe Propoſitions, 
&* for any thing that appears to the contrary, 
* are only the private Opinion of St. ohn, 
«© who wrote the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Life and 
« Miniſtry; and they are no Part of Chriſt's 
« Goſpel. To ſay in this Caſe, thatſSt. John 
« was divinely inſpired in writing his Hiltory, 
„is (for any thing that appears) groundleſſy 
to preſumea Point which is void of Proof. 


THar the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is not 
any particular private Opinion, or any Rea- 
ſonings or Concluſions of any, or of all the 
Apoſtles, I readily grant: But that the ſacred 
Text of the New Teſtament is the private 
Opinion, or Reaſoning, or Concluſion of the 
Writers; this I, in Concurrence with. the ge- 
neral Voice of the Church of Chriſt in all 
Ages, and all Countries, abſolutely deny. Thoſe 


venerable Records of the Chriſtian Faith, I 
maintain 
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maintain to have been wrote by divine Inſpi- 
ration, 7.e. by the Guidance and Influence of 
the Comforter, or Spirit of Truth, or Holy 
Ghoſt. The full and direct Proof of this, would 
be a Field too large at preſent: I ſhall there- 
fore content myſelf with Arguments ad Homi- 
nem, taking only this as a Poſtulatum, which 
you yourſelf have taken, and built your whole 
Book upon; namely, that what is repreſented 
in the Goſpels, as ſpoken by our Lord himſelf, 
was really, in Subſtance art leaſt, ſo ſpoken, and 
is true. Taking this for granted, I argue 
thus : 


WHEN our bleſſed Saviour ſent forth his 
twelve Diſciples to preach the Goſpel through 
Fudea; for that general Purpoſe, he gave them 
the Power of working Miracles: But for the 
particular Purpoſe of defending themſelves 
and their Doctrine before: Councils, and 
Governors, and Kings, he aſſures them of 
a temporary Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit: 
But when they deliver you up, take no Thought 
how or what ye ſhall ſpeak; for it ſhall be 
given you in that ſame Hour what ye ſhall 
Jpeak : For it is not ye that ſpeak, but the 
Spirit of your Father which ſpeaketh in you, 
Mat. x. 19, 20. Or, as St. Mark has it, 
Chap. xiii. 11. But when they ſhall lead you, 
and deliver you up, take no Thought beforehand 
what ye ſhall ſpeak, neither do ye premedi- 
tate: But whatſoever ſhall be given you in 

that 
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that Hour, that ſpeak ye: For it is not ye that 


Speak, but the Holy Ghoſt. Here is a plain 


and undeniable Proof of the Holy Spirit's ſpeak- 


ing in the Apoſtles, upon particular Occaſions, 


The Words quoted are our Saviour's own ; 
and they are ſo full and expreſſive of a divine 
Inſpiration, that how they can fairly bear any 
other Conſtruction, I know not. Well, does 
our Lord engage to ſupport his Apoſtles, in a 
remarkable Exigency, with the divine Counſel 
and Inſtinct of the Holy Ghoſt? And is it not 
then a juſt and natural Inference, that where 
the Caſe was at leaſt as important, the Neceſ- 
ſity as urgent, and the Difficulty as apparent; 
that chere the like extraordinary Influences and 
Aſſiſtances were afforded? And nobody, I ima- 


gine, can doubt, but that to commit the Goſpel 


to Writing, in order to publiſh, eftabliſh, and 
preſerve it among the Nations of the World, 
was as important, neceſſary, and difficult, as to 
defend it before Kings, and Potentates, and 
human Tribunals, | 


FARTHER, upon Suppoſition of the Rea- 
lity and Infallibility of our Lord's Promiſes, as 
they are related in the Goſpels, the Argument 
riſes from Probability to direct poſitive Proof. 
For in the Paſſage of St. John above- cited our 
Lord aſſures his Diſciples in Terms moſt clear 


and ſignificant, that he would ſend the 


Holy Ghoſt to them, after his Death, 70 guide 


them into all Truth; to bring to their Remem- 
brance 
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brance all Things whatſoever he had ſaid unto 
them; and to ſhew them Things to come. This 
Promiſe is expreſs and full to the Point, and 
will, alone, bear the whole Weight of this 
Doctrine of the divine Inſpiration of, the 
Apoſtles, in publiſhing and propagating the 
Goſpel; For if, to guide into all Truth, to 
bring to Remembrance Things paſt, and to 
ſhew Things to come, by the Holy Ghoſt, be 
not divine Inſpiration, I am quite at a Loſs to 


know what is. 


 NeveRTHELess, for the fake of ſhewing 
the Harmony and Correſpondence of the Books 
of the New Teſtament? I ſhall produce ſome 
ether Parts of them relating to this Matter. 
Of the Prophetick Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament, thus ſpeaks St. Peter : No Pro- 
pbecy of the Scripture is of any private In- 
ſer pretation (it ſhould be Utterance). For 
the Prophecy came not in old Time by the Will 
of Man : But holy Men of God ſpake, as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. 
Ia like manner St. Paul, All Scripture ts 
given by INSPIRATION of God, 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
And what, in the Name of Truth, hinders, but 


Adds ii. 4. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other 
D Tongues 


that we may rightly conclude the divine Inſpi- - 
ration of the New Teſtament, from that of the - 
Old? Of the Deſcent and Influences of the 
Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, thus we read, 


"4 
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Tongues, as the Spirit gave them Utterance 
Here the Apoſtles are repreſented ſpeaking 
Foreign Languages, which before they knew 
not, by the Power of the Spirit: And, me- 
thinks, we ſhall not want ſtrong Probability to 
ſupport us, if weſuppoſe them to have written, 
as well as ſpoken, by the Direction of the Holy 
Ghoſt. To this Purpoſe likewiſe, the Manner 
in which St. Peter ſpeaks of the Writings of 
St. Paul deſerves ' particular Notice : Even as 
our beloved Brother Paul alſo, according to the 
Wiſdom given unto him, hath written unto you, 
2 Pet. iii. 15. According to the Wiſdom given 
unto him Do not theſe Words ſeem to im- 
port that divine Inſpiration I am defending ? 
At leaſt, do they not appear inconſiſtent with 
a Suppolition, that the Writings of St. Paul 
were his particular private Opinion, or Rea- 
ſonings, or Concluſions ? — But allowing that 
they may poſſibly bear another Interpretation; 
yet ſurely they may very well bear this. 
Laſtly, it is obſervable, that St. Paul, treating 
of Marriage, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians, Chap. vii. when he ſpeaks of Divorce- 
ment, a Thing fully determined by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, uſes ſingular Force and Emphaſis of Ex- 
preſſion : I command, yet not J, but the Lord, 
ver. 10. And diſtinguiſhes what he himſelf 
teaches from what his bleſſed Maſter had de- 
cided, during his Miniſtry upon Earth : But 
fo the reſt ſpeak J, not the Lord, ver. 12. 1 
have no Commandment of the Lord, i. e. it 1s 
ON not 
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not revealed to me, that the Lord Jeſus ever 
ſpoke to this Point; yet I give my Judgement, 
ver. 25. But tho' St. Paul only ſays, 7 ſpeak, 


I give my Judgment; yet is he far enough 


from meaning, that he was not then directed 
by divine Inſpiration; he ſeems to me only to 
expreſs his Modeſty, and profound Reverence to 
his great Maſter. For he cloſes the Chapter 
with theſe remarkable Words: But ſhe is hap- 
pier if ſhe ſo abide, after my Judgment; and 
I think alſo, that I have the Spirit of God. 
The common Expoſition of theſe Texts is, 
that St. Paul there diſtinguiſhes the Things 
convey'd to him by expreſs Revelation, from 
the Determinations of his own Judgment. 
And if this Senſe be thought better, {till the 
divine Inſpiration of the Apoſtle will ſtand, 
unleſs in the Inſtances by himſelf excepted. 


As to the Paſſage of St. John's Goſpel, by 
you cited, as being only his private Opinion, I 
have ſome Things to offer, which will, I ruſt, 
convince you, that you have pronounc'd Sen- 
tence, before you knew or conſidered the 
Evidence. And, firſt, You take for granted, 
what ought, not in Reaſon to be required, be- 
cauſe it is neither plain in itſelf, nor can be 
proved: Namely, that the Evangeliſts have 
let down no Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, but 
what they have repreſented ſpoken by himſelf, 
The Preſumption, that they have always in- 
troduced our Lord teaching his own Doctrines, 

D 2 becauſe 
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becauſe that is their general Plan or Manner 
of Writing, will fink very low, if a plain Ex- 
ception to this Rule can be produced from their 
Hiſtories. 


Ti EREFORE, Secondly, I ſhall again 
quote ſome very remarkable Words of our 
Lord, out of his ſolemn Exhortation to his 
Apoſtles, juſt before he was betrayed : I have 
yet many Things to ſay unto Jon, but ye cannot 
bear them now. Howbeit, when he, the Spirit 4 
Truth, is come, he will gui 2 you into all Trut 
2 xvi. 12, 13. Pleaſe to weigh what our 

ord here ſpeaks, with the free and impartial 
Examination of a true Diſciple of Reaſon; 


and II cannot doubt, but you will find, that the 


Doctrine delivered by St. Jobn, in che Paſſage 
by you mentioned, may really be Part of the 
Doctrine of Chriſt; tho' by Chriſt himſelf not 
— and explicitly taught, during his Miniſtry 

on Earth, Nay, the Words, Je cannot bear 
: em now, to me ſeem neceſſarily to denote 
ſomething above the common Pitch; Doctrines 
abſtruſe, 'Truths hidden and myſterious; fit 
only to be revealed unto them, and for them 
to reveal, when their Underſtanding was en- 
lightened by the Holy Spirit, and their Faith 
eſtabliſhed by the Sufferings, Death, Reſurrec- 
tion and Afcenſion of their bleſſed Maſter ; 


5 the Gift of Tongues they received, and the 


iracles * ſo often wrought in his Name. 


TRHIR DIT, 


K 1 


Tu iR DIL v, If you compare the Paſſage 
of St. John's Goſpel with the Doctrine our 
Lord himſelf taught, you may obſerve a 
greater Similitude and Relation than perhaps 
you are aware of. For my own Part, the more 
I turn in my Mind the following Parts of 


Scripture, all of them pronounced by our 


Saviour himſelf, the more am I confirmed in 
an Opinion, that they contain ſtrong Hints 
and Intimations of the Doctrine recorded by 
St. John, more openly and amply, in the Paſ- 
fage under Confideration : That all Men ſhould 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father, 
John v. 23. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, 
before Abraham was, I am, viii. 58. I and my 


| Father are one, x. 30. If ye had known me, 


ye ſhould have known my Father alſo, xiv. 7. 
Believe me, that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me, xiv. 11. All Things that the 
Father hath, are mine, xvi. 15. For thou 
lovedſt me before the Foundation of the World, 
xvii. 24. Fourthly, I obſerve, that St. Paul 
(who moſt expreſsly declares, He received not 
the Goſpel of Man, neither was taught it, but 
by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, Galat. i. 12.) 
preached and wrote to the Churches under 
his Care Doctrine extremely like, if not the 
very ſame as St. John : This you may ſee by 
the following Texts : God, who created all 


Wings by Jus Chriſt, Epheſ. iii. 9. Who 
being in the Form of God, thought it not Rob. 
bery 
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bery to be equal with God : But made himſelf 


of no Reputation, Philip. ii. 6, 7*. Who ts 
the Image of the inviſible God, the Firſft-born 
of every Creature : For by him were all Things 
created that are in Heaven, and that are in 
Earth, viſible and invifible, whether they be 
Thrones, or Dominions, or Principalities, or 
Powers; all Things were created by him, and 


for bim. And he is before all Things, and by 


lim all Things conſiſt. And be is the Head of 
the Bady the Church ; who is the Beginning, 
the Firſl-born from the Dead; that in all 
Things be might have the Preeminence, For it 


pleajed the Father, that in him ſhould all Ful- 


neſs dwell, Colol. i. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. For 
in him develleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead 
bodily, Coloſ. 11, 9. 


I Ave been the more copious, in conſider- 
ing the Authority of the Books of the New 
Teſtament, and their. Connection with the 
Old Teſtament ; as well, becauſe I take theſe 
to be Points ſo important, that Chriſtianity 
mult ſtand or fall with them, as becauſe their 
Eſtabliſhment muſt, by neceſſary and una- 
voidable Conſequence, be the Downfal of your 
Scheme. 5 


HowEv R, I will now take a View of your 
Repreſentation of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 


find it in the ſecond Section; where you 


* Compare Romans ix. 5. 


profeſſedly 
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profeſſedly undertake to give a Summary of jt. 


There you ſay, That Jeſus Chriſt applies 
« himſelf to Men, as free Beings, who have 


« the Direction of their own Actions; and 
« as ſuch, he lays before them, and recom- 


« mends to their moſt ſerious Conſideration, 
« certain doctrinal Propoſitions founded upon 
« the Suppoſition of a Deity; which becauſe 
«of their great Importance to Mankind, 
and their being very little attended to, are 
« called the good News, or the Goſpel. And 
as theſe Propoſitions were in a particular 


« and ſpecial manner recommended by Chriſt 


e to publick Conſideration, and as he was par- 
* ticularly and ſpecially appointed to perform 
« that Work, they are therefore called the 
“ Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt.” Then having 
mentioned the End Chriſt had, in recom- 
mending theſe doctrinal Propoſitions, you go 
on thus: © And a well- grounded Perſuaſion 


« of thoſe Truths thus becoming a Principle 


« of Action in Men, (as aforeſaid) is called 
© believing the Goſpel, and believing in Jefus 
* Chriſt.” Thoſe doctrinal Propoſitions you 


then reduce to three Heads, in the Words fol- 


lowing. © Firſt, He (Chriſt) requires and 
** recommends the conforming our Minds and 
* Lives to that eternal and unalterable Rule of 
Action, which is founded in the Reaſon of 
„Things, (which Rule is ſummarily contained 
in the written Word of God) and this he 
* lays down as the only Ground of divine 


« Acceptance, 


my 
: — — ooo, — 
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of Jeſus Chriſt, the Writings of the New 
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« Acceptance, and as that which will entitle 
« Men to the Favour of God, andthe Hap- 
* pineſs of another World: and conſequently 
« this will prevent them from being greatly 
*« and laſtingly miſerable. Secondly, If Men 
&« have lived in a Violation of this righteous 
« Law, by which they have rendered them- 
« ſelves highly diſpleaſing to God, and worthy 
& of his Reſentment ; then Chriſt requires and 
« recommends Repentance and — 1 
cc of their evil Ways, as the only and the ſure 
« Ground of the divine Mercy and Forgive- 
* neſs. And, Thirdly, In order to make thoſe 
&« Truths have the greater Impreſſion on the 
« Minds and Lives of Men, he declares, and 
te aſſures them, That God has appointed a 
« Day, in which he will judge the World in 
« Righteouſneſs; and that he will then either 
e acquit or condemn, reward or puniſh them, 
« according as they have or have not con- 
« formed their Minds and Lives to that Rule 
4 of Righteouſneſs before- mentioned; and 
« according as they have or have not repented 
© and amended their evil Ways. This is the 
« true Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt.” 


Ir this be a juſt Summary of the Goſpel 


Teſtament muſt, for aught I ſee, appear to an 
attentive and intelligent Reader a perfect Chaos 
of Inconſiſtenees: So far muſt thoſe holy Books 


be from being received as a divine ä 
| | at 
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chat they cannot, in that Caſe, be eſteemed the 
Compoſition of Men commonly honeſt and 
prudent. But, 'Thanks be to God, this De- 
formity is only owing to a falſe View of them: 
They are in themſelves really beautiful and uni- 
form, the gracious Offspring of the Spirit of 
Truth. This I will not barely affirm; I in- 
tend to prove it; prove it, as it ought to be | 
proved; not by culling a Scrap or two from | 
the ſacred Writings, and interpreting them as 
detached and independent of the whole; but 
by conſidering the Signification or Significations 
of the Word Goſpel, throughout the New 
Teſtament, 


— - 
* — 


I BEGIN, according to the Order of Time, 
with the Angel's Meſſage to the Shepherds. 
Fear not: For behold I * bring you good Tiding:; [ 
of great Foy, which ſhall be to all People; for 
unto you is born this Day in the City of 
David, à Saviour; which is Chriſt the Lord, 
Luke ii. 10, 11. Here the Goſpel in the Senſo 
of the holy Angel evidently ſignifies, that the 
Meſſiah is born into the World, and chat Jeſus 
is He. 


= _ — 2 
— > —— ́̃—— 
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Wr go on next to the publick and profeſſod 
Preaching of the Goſpel; which is plainly {aid 
to have begun from John the Baptiſt Dhbe Be- 
inning of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift, the Sen 


| 
| 
, 
* Evaſytrilear a q yoarky viydarr, 


E of 


60 
of God; as it is uritten in the Prophets, Behold, 
T jend my f 5h before thy Face, which 
ſhall prepare thy Way before thee, &c. Mark i. 
1, 2. The Law and the Prophets were until 
John: Since that Time the Kingdom of God is 
preached, and every Man preſſeth into it, Luke 
xvi. 16. Let us ſee then what it was the 
Bapriſt preached : Repent ye; for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at band, Mat. iii. 2. And under 
this it may be proper to ſet what ie fpeaks 
expreſsly of our Lord: The next Day John 
ſeeth Feſus coming unto him, and ſaith, Behold 
the Lamb of Ged, which taketh away the Sin 
of the World. Mis is He (the Chriſt, fee ver. 
15, 25, 26, 27) of whom I ſaid, After me 
cometh a Man which is preferred before me: 
For he was before me, John i. 29, 30. That 
be ſhould be made mamfeſt to Iſrael ; therefore 
am I come baptizing with Water, ver. 31. 
Upon theſe Texts thus laid together, I obſerve, 
Firſt, That the Goſp-T of Jeſus Chriſt cannot 
be the doctrinal Propolitions you aſſign; becauſe 
John the Baptiſt is plainly ſaid to have preached 
the Goſpel, and yet does not appcar to have 
taught thoſe Propoſitions. Secondly, That 
fince Fobn did preach the Goſpel, and declared 
Jeſus to be the Chriſt, and faid, that the Intent 
of his Coming was to make Jeſus manifeſt to 
Tjrael; hence we have a very ſtrong Preſump- 


tion, that the Goſpel which he preached, was 


really the Advent of the Meſſiah in the Perſon 


of Jeſus. 
SOON 
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So oN after. the Impriſonment of St. John, 
the Goſpel was preached by our Lord himſelf. 
And what was it he preached? The very ſame 
as the Baptiſt. From that Time Feſus began 
fo preach, and to ſay, Repent : For the King- 
dom of Heaven is at hand, Mat. iv. 17. Or, 
as St. Mark has it: Now after that John was 
put in Priſon, Feſus came into Galilee, preach- 
ing the Goſpel of the Kingdom of God, and 
ſaying, The Time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom 
of God is at band: Repent ye, and believe 
the Goſpel, Mark i. 14, 15. Here I remark 
by the Way: Firft, That the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt is contained in theſe Words, whatever 
their Senſe be: The Time is fulfilled, and the 
Kingdom of God is at hand. Secondly, That 
the ſaid Goſpel cannot be the doctrinal Propo- 
fitions you mention ; becauſe Repentance 1s one 
of them, which is here unqueſtionably di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the Goſpel: Repent ye, and 
believe the Goſpel. 


FAR TRE R, Our Lord not only preach'd the 


Goſpel himſelf, but likewiſe ſent forth his Diſ- 
ciples to preach it, during his Miniſtry upon 
Earth: And therefore the Inſtructions given 
to them will be a neceſſary Part of our preſent 
Inquiry. To the twelve Apoſtles he ſpeaks 
thus: As ye go, preach, ſaying, The King- 
dom of Heaven is at hand, Mart. x. 7. And 
to the ſeventy Diſciples he gives his Directions 
thus: Into whatſoever City ye enter heal 

E 2 the 
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the Sick that are Yherein; and ſay unto them, 
The Kingdom of God is come mgh unto you, 
Luke x. I 9. Thele are all the Paſſages that 
I can recollect in the four Goſpels, which pro- 
feſſedly declare the Purport of the Goſpel or 
good — — s of jeſus Chriſt : And we find it to be, 
that he Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. It re- 
mains then, in order to diſcover the true and 
proper Signification of the Goſpel, that we 
inquire what is to be underſtood by thoſe 


| Words, 
: 


. To this Purpoſe it is to be noted, that 
[ the Meſſiah is ſpoken of in the Prophecies of 
the Old Teſtament as a King, a Prince, a Ruler, 
and a Founder of an everlaſting Kingdom of 
Righteouſneſs. So 1/azah: Unto us a Clild is 
barn, wnta us a Son is given; and the Govern- 
ment foal be upon his Shoulder : And lis Name 
5 forall l ve called Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty 
66 God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
4 Of the Tncr eaſe of his Government and Peace, 
| there ſhall be no End; upon the Throne of David, 
2 upon bis Kingdom, to order it, and to eſtabliſb 

with Judgment and with Juſtice, from bence- 
£ th even for ever, Iſaiah ix. 6, 7. And the 
Prophet Micah : But thou, Bethlehem Ephra- 
ah, though thou be little among the Thouſands 
of Judah, jet out of thee fhall be come forth 
unto me, that is to be Ruler in Iſrael: Whe/e 
Gorngs, forth bave been from of old, from ever- 


43 Ling, Micah v. 2. And the Propher Zechary, 
Behold, 
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Behold, thy King cometh unto thee : He is juſt, 
and having Salvation, lowly, and riding upon 
an Aſs, and upon a Colt the Foal of an Afs, 
Zechary ix. 9. But above all, the Prophet 
Daniel moſt expreſsly : 1 jaw in the Night- 
Viſions, and behold, one like the Son of Man 
came with the Clouds of Heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of Days, and they brought him near 
before him. And there was given him Dominion, 
and Glory, and a Kingdom, that all People, 
Nations, and Languages ſhould ſerve him: 
His Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, which 
ſhall not paſs away, and his Kingdom, that 
which ſhall not be deſtroyed, Dan. vil. 13, 14. 
Seventy Weeks are determined upon thy People, 
and upon thy holy City, to finiſb the Tranſ- 
greſſion, and to make an End of Sins, and to 
make Reconciliation for Iniquity, and, to bring 
in tverlaſting Righteouſneſs, and ta ſeal up the 
Viſion. and Prophecy, and to anoint the moſt 
Holy. Know . therefore, and underſtand, that 
from the going forth of the Commandment ta 
reſtore and to build jeruſalem, unto theMeſfiah the 
Prince, ſhall be ſeven Weeks, ix. 24, 25. Theſe 
and the other Prophecies relating to the fame, 
Subject, had rais'd in the eus an high Expec= 
tation of the Meſſiah, at the time our Lord 
came into the World. Nay, ſo much had 
the Fame of his coming at that time ſpread 
through the Nations of the Eaſt, that it is par- 
ticularly taken notice of by the Reman Hiſto- 
rians, And theſe Prophecics are, in the Angel's 

Nn Salutation 
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Salutation to the Virgin Mary, applied to 
Jeſus : Behold, thou Halt conceive in thy 
Womb, and bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call 
his Name Feſus. He ſhall be great, and ſhall 
be called the Son of the Higheſt ; and the Lord 
God ſhall give unto him the Throne of his Father 
David. And he ſhall reign over the Houſe of 
Jacob for ever, and of his Kingdom there 7 xg 
be no End, Luke i. 31, 32, 33. Hence it ſeems 
pretty evident, that the Kingdom of Heaven, 
or of Gad, mentioned in the Paſſages above, 
is the ſame as the Kingdom of the Meſſiah; 
and that when the Kingdom of Heaven is ſaid 
to be at hand, the Meaning is, that the Meſſiah 
is come, to make known and to eſtabliſh the 
Kingdom deſcribed by the Prophets. But, in 
farther Proof of this, it is obſervable, that the 
Kingdom of God is ſometimes ſaid to be come 
unto, and to be among Men; and this, when, 
from the Circumſtances, the Advent of the 
Meſſiah plainly appears to be intended. When 
gur Lord had healed the Perſon poſſeſſed with a 
Devil, blind and dumb — all the People were 
amazed, and ſaid, Is not this the Son of 
David? So the Fews commonly called the 
Meſſiah. Hereupon the Phariſees objected, 
that he did not caft out Devils, but by Beelzebub 
the Prince of the Devils. And Part of our 
Lord's Reply is in theſe Words: If I caft out 
Devils by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom 
of God is come unto you, Which is as much 
as to ſay, I am the Son of David, or Meſſiah 

AI deſcended 
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deſcended from David, as you ſuppoſe, Mar. 


xii. 22, 23, 24, 28. Again, When be was de- 


manded of the Phariſees, when the Kingdom of 


God ſhould come ; he anſwered them, and ſaid, 


The Kingdom of God cometh not with Obſerva- 


tion. Neither ſhall they ſay, Lo bere, or, Lo 
there; for, behold, the Kingdom of God is within 
(among) you, Lake xvii. 20,21, 2.e. according 
to my Expoſition, the Meſhah is already come, 
and is amongſt you. This Senſe ſeems to be 
ſupported by the Words in the Verſe next fol- 
lowing: The Days will come, when ye ſhall 
defire of one of the Days of the Son of Man, 
and ye ſhall not ſee it. I conclude therefore, 
from the Accounts we have in the four Goſpels, 
compared with the Prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament, that the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
ns ſtrict original Senſe, is this: That the 
Meſſiah is come, to make known and eſtabliſh 
the Kingdom of Heaven, or of God, foretold 
and deſcribed in the Old Teſtament ; and that 
Jeſus is he. 


Bur we may give ſtill more Strength and 
Illuſtration to this Matter, by inquiring how 
the Apoſtles, or their Aſſiſtants, preached the 
Goſpel after our Lord's Aſcenſion, For we 
ſhall find, that the grand Point, which they 
conſtantly labour and inculcate in preachi 
the Goſpel, is, that Jeſus is the Meſſiah or 
Chriſt, I ſhall content myſelf with a few In- 
ſtances; becauſe the Notoriety of che Fact makes 

many 
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many needleſs. And daily in the Temple, and 
in every Houſe, they ceaſed not to teach and 
preach Feſus Chriſt, Acts v. 42. When Philip 
(peculiarly ſtyled the Evangeliſt, 4s xxi. 8.) 
went down to the City of Samaria, and 
preached Cbriſt unto them, Acts viii. 5. the 
Purport of his Preaching may be clearly col- 
lected from ver. 12. But when they believed 
Philip preaching the Things concerning the King- 
dom of God, and the Name of Feſus Chriſt, 
they were baptized. The ſame Philip preached 
Jeſus to the Ethiopian Eunuch, ver. 35. And 


what he preached is moſt evident, from what 
the Eunuch declares, ver. 37. I believe that 


Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God. St. Peter, 
preaching the Goſpel to Cornelius, explains 
the Word which God ſent unto the Children of 
Iſrael, preaching Peace by Jeſus Chriſt, Acts 
x. 36. His Explanation is this: How God 
anointed Feſus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and with Power, ver. 38, Preaching the 
Word, and preaching the Lord Jeſus, are uſed 
as ſynonymous Terms, Adds xi. 19, 20. And 
we read of St. Paul, that, after his Converſion, 
ftraightway he preached Chriſt in the Synagogues, 
that he is the Son of God—— and confounded 
the Jews which dwelt at Damaſcus, proving 
that this is very Chriſt, Acts ix. 20, 22, To 
which it may be proper to add, that the fame 
Apoſtle, ſpeaking of the Faith of Abrabam, 
ſays, that the Goſpel was preached to him, 


when that grand Promiſe was made to him, 
| | That 


T's 


That in him, or in his Seed, all the Nations of 


the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, Galat. iii. 8. Upon 
the whole then, I take it to be a clear Caſe, 
that the primary Senſe of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as preached by the Baptiſt, our Lord 
himſelf, or his Apoſtles, is the Advent of the 
Meſſiah in the Perſon of Jeſus, for the Pur- 

es foretold and determined in the Prophe- 
cies of the Old Teſtament. 


Bur tho' this be the original Signification 
of the Goſpel, yet is there another more com- 
prehenſive and general one, frequently to 
be found in the New Teſtament. What is 
ſtrictly called the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, is 
ſo cloſely connected with his Birth, Life, Death, 
Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, Miracles, Prophecies, 
and Doctrine, and their ſeveral Circumſtances, 
that it is, with great Propriety, extended to all 
thoſe. Sometimes one indeed, ſometimes more 
of chem, are particularly mentioned, or chiefly 
intended, under the Name of the Goſpel, juſt 
as the Nature of the Argument or Narration 
tequires. But whenever that Word is ſo uſed, 
the whole Syſtem of Chriſtianity ſeems beyond 
Doubt always to be underſtood. I give 
you theſe Examples out of many. The 
Goſpel, in the Front of the four Books ſo 
intituled, plainly denotes the Hiſtory ef all 
Things relating to our Saviour, till after his 


Aſcenſion. And in theſe Words, * Becauſe be 
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preached unto them Feſus and the Reſurrection, 
Acts xvii. 18. the Whole of Chriſtianity is 
implied in the Name of Jeſus; and yet the 
Reſurrection expreſſed as a Part of it. Unto 
whom it was revealed, that not unto themſelves, 
but unto us, they did miniſter the Things 
which are now reported unto you by them that 
have preached the Goſpel unto you, 1 Pet. 1. 12. 
In this Text, what the Prophets foretold of 
the Meſſiah, is chiefly conſidered as the Goſpel; 
bur the Whole of Chriſtianity is, and muſt be 
neceſſarily underſtood. Moreover, Brethren, I 
declare unto you the Goſpel, which I preached 
unto you ; which alſo you have received, and 
wherein ye ſtand, by which alſo ye are ſaved, 
if ye keep in Memory what I preached unto you, 
unleſs ye have believed in vain. For I delivered 


unto you firſt of all, that which J alſo received; 


how that Chriſt died for our Sins, according to 
the Scriptures ; and that he as buried, and 
that he roſe again the third Day, according 7 
the Scriptures ; and that he was ſeen of Cephas, 
then of the Twelve, 1 Cor. xv. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Here 
the Death, Burial, Reſurrection, and Appearance 
of Chriſt to his Diſciples, are called the Goſpel, 
tho' the reſt of Chriſtianuy is certainly under- 
ſtood. Anditis worth your Notice, that when 
St. Paul explains the Goſpel he had preached 
to the Corinthians, he mentions ſeveral Articles, 
but not at all the Doctrine of Chriſt, which you 
pretend to be the Whole of the Goſpel. When 
the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed bn H. — 
wit 


E7S 


with his mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking 


Vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Yeſus Chriſt, 
2 Theſ. i. 7, 8. Knowing this, that the Law 
it not made for a righteous Man, but for the 
Lawleſs and Diſobedient, for the Ungodly and 
for Sinners, for Unholy and Proſane, &c, —— 
according to the glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed 
God, which was committed to my Truſt, 1 Tim. 
i. 9, 10, 11. Only let your Converſation be as 
it becometh the Goſpel of Cbriſt, Philip. i. 27. 
In all theſe Texts the Doctrine is chiefly 
intended, the whole Syſtem of Chriſtianity 
neceſſarily implied. Striving together for the 
Faith of the Goſpel, Philip, i. 27. The Belicf 
in Jeſus Chriſt is here principally meant. 
* And wwe declare unto you glad Tidings, how 
that the Promiſe which was made unto the Fa- 
thers, God hath fulfilled the ſame unto us their 
Children, in that be hath raiſed up Feſus again, 
Acts xiii. 32, 33. Remember that Jeſus Chriſt, 
of the ; ed of David, Was raiſed from the 
Dead, —_— to my Goſpel, 2 Tim. ii. 8. 
Here, contrary to an Aſſertion of yours, above 
quoted, and anon to be conſidered, the Reſur- 
rection of our Lord is expreſsly mentioned 
under the Title of the Goſpel: And yet every 
Body will allow other Things to be underſtood. 
In the Day when God ſhall judge the Secrets of 
Men by Jeſus Chriſt, according to my Gofpet, 
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Rom. ii. 16. Our Lord's future Coming to 


Judgment is here ſpoken of in the ſame man- 
ner as his Reſurrection above. 


Tr1s larger Senſe therefore of the Goſpel 
appears to have its Foundation in Scripture ; 
and this, I ſuppoſe, is what Chriſtians com- 
monly mean, when they ſpeak of the Go- 


ſpel: And it is what I generally mean in the 
Courſe of this Epiſtle. 


I # Ave now finiſhed the Inquiry I propoſed, 
and perſuade myſelf, that the Account given 
above of the Goſpel, is the true one; fairly 
deduced from many plain Paſſages of Holy 
Writ. So it appears to me: And yet that it cer- 
tainly is ſo, I am far from affirming, But, be 
that as it will; that your Scheme cannot be 
right, is, I apprehend, exceedingly evident from 
ſeyera] Texts there quoted, with which it ſeems 
totally irreconcilable. But to come cloſer to the 
Point, I will bring the whole Matter to this 
ſhort Iſſue: You maintain, that the Goſpel 
of Jefus Chriſt is the ſame as his Doctrine; 
and that Doctrine you undertake to reduce to 
three general Propoſitions, at the End of your 
ſecond Section. Now, I will ſuppoſe at preſent, 
but by no means grant, that the ſaid Propo- 
ſitiops do contain the Subſtance of all our Lord's 
true Doctrine; And, having done this, I may, 
with a good Grace, call upon you to produce 
ſo much as one plain and unexceprionablePaſlage 
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out of the four Goſpels, (for to thoſe you con- 
fine the true Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt) wherein 
the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, ſingly and 
ſeperately, as diſtinguiſhed (they are your own 
Words, pag. 45.) from © any Hiſtory of Facts, 
« which relate either to his Perſon or Mi- 
« niſtry”; wherein, I ſay, his Doctrine, fo 
diſtinguiſhed, is either expreſsly declared, or 
neceſſarily implied, to be his Goſpel. But as 
the Diſcovery of Truth is all I aim at, all I 
wiſh; I wave that Advantage, if it be one; 
and, giving you full Scope, deſire you to find, 
if you can, any one ſuch Inſtance, from the 
gell Verſe of St. Matthew, to the laſt of the 
Revelation. 


IF my State of the Goſpel be right, it muſt 
follow of courſe, that believing the Goſpel, 
and believing in Jeſus Chriſt, 1s not, as you 
pretend a well-grounded Perſuaſion of the 
« doctrinal Propoſitions above-mentioned, be- 
% coming a Principle of Action in Men“; 
but it is a thorough Conviction of the Mind, 
that the Meſſiah is come, and that Jeſus is the 
Mefliah. You confound the Means, and the 
End; which are 'Things very different, and 
ought carefully to be diſtinguiſhed. Belief in 
Jeſus Chriſt is required, in order togive Sanction, 
Authority, and Acceptance to his Doctrine, 
and thereby Happineſs ro Mankind here and 
hereafter. But then it is to be noted, that 
this Belicf is a Mean to an End, as one Virtue 

is 
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3s to another; as Temperance to Sobriety, and 
Sobriety to Chaſtity. For it has the Nature of 
moral Virtue conſidered in itſelf, and apart 
from the End: It implies an honeſt, ſincere, 
and unprejudiced Mind; a Mind open to Truth, 
and obedient to Reaſon: It argues a deep Senſe 
of the Supreme Being, a Truſt in his Promiſes, 
and Willingneſs to know and do his Will. 
Theſe Things, I ſay, are neceſſarily included 
in a rational Belief, that Jeſus is the Chriſt : 
A Belief founded upon full and ſufficient Evi- 
dence, but oppoſed by Prejudices of Educa- 
tion and Cuſtom, by Bigotry, Superſtition and 
worldly Intereſt, when it was firſt publiſhed ; 
and "a the ſcandalous Abuſes, and miſerable 
Projects, to which it has been ſince, and ſtill 
is proſtituted, by the Depravity of Mankind. 


FAI TH in Chriſt, conſidered ſimply in its 
own Nature, and as being introductory to his 
Laws, and the Rewards annexed, is frequently 
ſpoken of by our bleſſed Saviour in Terms of 
high Approbation. This the following Paſ- 
ſages, I ſuppoſe, will clearly evince : When Jeſus 
wasentered into Capernaum, there came unto him 
a Centurion beſeeching him, and ſaying, Lord, my 
Servant heth at home fick of the Palſy, grievouſly 
tormented, And Teſus ſaith unto him, I will 
come and heal him. The Centurion anſwered 
and ſaid, Lord, I am not worthy that thou 


ſbouldſt come under my Roof : But ſpeak the 


Wor ng; , and my & — ſhall be ated — 
When 


[991 
ben Jeſus heard it, he marvelled, and ſaid 
to them that followed, Verily, I ſay unto you, 
TI have- not found ſo great Faith, no not in 
Iſracl.— Go thy Way, and as thou haſt be- 
lieved, ſo be it done unto thee, Mat. viii. 5, 6, 
7, 8, 10, 13. Jeſus turned him about, and 
when he ſaw her, he ſaid, Daughter, be of 
good Comfort ; thy Faith hath made thee 
whole, Mat. ix. 22. And behold, a Woman of 
Canaan came out of the ſame Coaſts, and cried 
unto him, ſaying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
thou Son of David ; my Daughter is grievouſly 
vexed with a Devil — Then Jeſus anſwered, 
and ſaid unto her, O Woman, great is thy 
Faith: Be it unto thee, even as thou will, 
Mat. xv. 22, 28. Teſus ſaid unto him, If thou 
canſt believe, all Things are poſſible to him that 
believeth. And ſtraightway the Father of the 
Child cried out, and ſaid with Tears, Lord, 
T believe; help thou mine Unbelief, Mark ix. 23, 
24. When Feſus departed thence, two blind 
Men followed him, crying and ſaying, Thou 
San of David, have Mercy on us —— And Feſus 
faith unto them, Believe ye that I am able to 
do this? They ſaid unto him, Yea, Lord. Then 
touched he their Eyes, ſaying, According to 
your Faith, be it unto you, Mat. ix. 27, 28, 
29. Now I will not ſo far miſ-ſpend Time 
and Paper, as to ſet about proving, that the 
Faith or Belief mentioned in theſe Texts, is, 
that Jeſus is the Meſſiah, or Son of David, and, 
as ſuch, able to perform the Miracles there re- 
corded; 
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corded: The Caſe ſeems too clear to need for- 
mal Proof; but whether that be the Senſe of 
thoſe Texts, or not ; ſtill, I contend, that they 
ſtand in direct Oppoſition to your Explanation, 
above quoted, of believing the Goſpel, and 
believing in Jeſus Chriſt, Compare them with 
that Explanation; uſe all the Arts of Criticiſm 
you can, ſtrain them to the very utmoſt ; and 
I dare undertake, you will never be able to 
make good Language and good Senſe of them, 
upon your Principles, 


I rave ſaid thus much upon the Belief of 
the Goſpel, and of Jeſus Chriſt, not barely to 
confute your Notion ; but to give what Light 
I could to a momentous Point, in my humble 
Judgment frequently treated of with no ſmall 
Inconſiſtence and Confuſion. Had I intended 


only to confute, that, I think, might have been 


done by a ſhorter and eaſier Method: As 
thus: © A well-grounded Perſuaſion, ſay you, 
« of thoſe Truths, (1. e. dorinal Propoſitions) 
<« thus becoming a Principle of Action in Men, 
« is called believing the Goſpel, and be- 
« lieving in Jeſus Chriſt,” p. 17. And again: 
« To believe in Chriſt, 1s the ſame, as to 
« believe the Goſpel, or the good News (i. e. 
© the doctrinal Propoſitions) which Chrift 
« proclaimed to the World; and both imply 
« ſuch a ſerious and well- grounded Perſuaſion 
* of thoſe Truths, as becomes a Principle of 


« Action in the Believer, and rightly * 
« Nis 
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te his Mind and Lite,” p. 25. When I compare 
theſe Paragraphs with what you ſay, and ſup- 
poſe, and deliver as your ſettled Opinion in 
other Places; I can in no ſort diſcover that 
Agreement and Uniformity which might be 
expected from an Aſſerter of the true Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Your Notion, if I underſtand 
it, is this: The Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is the 
ſame as his Doctrine, and that Doctrine is the 
ſame in Subſtance, as three Propoſitions by you 
aſſigned at pag. 18 ; and ſuch 4 well- grounded 
Perſuaſion of that Doctrine, or thoſe doctrinal 
Propoſitions, as hath a due Influence upon the 
Mind and Life of a Man, is the ſame as be- 
lieving the Goſpel, and believing in Jeſus 
Chriſt. This I take to be a juſt Repreſentation 
of your Senſe. Now you have aſſerted in ſe- 


veral Parts of your Book, that we are not 


obliged to Jeſus Chriſt for the Knowledge and 
Certainty of the ſaid doctrinal Propoſitions, 
but only for their Revival and Recommenda- 
tion, You ſay and ſuppoſe, that they were 
known both to Jews and Gentiles, but ge- 
nerally, not univerſally, diſregarded before the 
Coming of our Lord. And, if you will be 
conſiſtent with yourſelf, you muſt upon thefame 
Principles allow alſo, that they may even now 
be known, in the practical Manner you require, 
where the Name of Jeſus Chriſt is not known. 
From whence, I apprehend, will flow ſome 
Conſequences fully confirming what I have 
laid above; but which will more clearly appear 
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by reducing the whole into one Argument 
thus: The Goſpel of jeſusChriſt is the ſame as his 
Doctrine, or your three doctrinal Propoſitions ; 
and the Belief of Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame as 
a practical Belief of his Doctrine, or your 
Propoſitions: But that Doctrine, or thoſe Pro- 
poſitions, might have been practically known, 
and were ſo known, before the Coming of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and may now be ſo known, where the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt is not known. There- 
fore a Perſon might have been as much a Be- 
liever in Jeſus Chriſt before his Coming, as any 
Chriſtian has been ſince; and a wild Indian, or 
a Hottentoft, may now be a Believer in Jeſus 
Chriſt, even before he hears him named, as 


much as any good Chriſtian in all Chriſtendom. 


THrEsE Conſequences, I preſume, are a 
ſufficient Evidence, that more Attention, more 
Deliberation, more Accuracy was due to this 
important Subject than you have beſtowed 
upon it. I ſhall conclude this Point by asking 
you a Queſtion or two: Firſt, If it be not 
your Opinion, that there are in the World 
certain Perſons called Deiſts, who believe your 
doctrinal Propoſitions in the practical manner 
you mention; and yet at the ſame time look 
upon Jeſus as an Impoſtor ? Secondly, It you 
would think it good Senſe, to call ſuch Perſons 
Believers in Jeſus Chriſt ? 


THuUus have I examined and ſtated the Au- 


thority of the ſacred Books of the New Teſta- 
| ment, 


— 


[ 43 ] 
ment, their Connection with, and Dependence 
upon the Old Teſtament ; the Nature of the 
Goſpel, and the Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, with 
all the Care and Circumſpection I have been 
able: And upon the whole, find them widely 
different from what you have repreſented them. 
If Iam right, your Book muſt - neceſſarily be 
founded in Error: And therefore, being per- 
fectly regardleſs of a Superſtructure raiſed upon 

ſuch a Foundation, I ſhould now take my 
leave; but that I think it conducive to the 
Ends propoſed by this Letter, to ſhew, in a 
few Inſtances, how well you have interpreted 
and made Deductions from the Holy Scripture. 


T ne firſt Inſtance I ſhall take Notice of, 
is at pag. 34. I give it in your own Words: 
« And as he preached the Doctrines of Re- 

_ © pentance, and Remiſſion of Sins, to the Jews 
« in his own Perſon; ſo he roſe from the 
* Dead on purpoſe that he might commiſſion, 
and ſpirit, and ſend out the Apoſtles to 
« preach the ſame Doctrines to the reſt of 
% Mankind. This is what he expreſsly de- 
clared to his Diſciples: Saith he, Thus it 7s 
« written, and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, 
« and to riſe from the Dead the third Day; 
« and that Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 
« ſhould be preached in his Name among all 
* Nations, Luke xxiv. 46, 47.” You repeat 
the ſame in Effect, at pag. 79. 
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BuT by what Rules of Language and 
Grammar you diſcover this Senſe in theſe 
Words of our bleſſed Saviour, you beſt know : 
For my part, I am ſo far from admitting 
it, that it is my ſincere Opinion you could 
not eaſily have picked out a Text leſs to your 


Purpoſe. For, :it, I neither find it expreſſed, 
nor implied in this Text, that the Deſign of 


Chriſt's Reſurrection was to commiſſion, or 
ſpirit, or ſend out the Apoſtles to preach the 
Doctrines of Repentance, and Remiſſion of 
Sins to Mankind: I cannot ſee any the moſt 
diſtant Hint of this. Our Lord having, in the 
Verſes immediately preceding, reminded his 
Diſciples of what he had formerly told them, 
that all Things muſt be fulfilled, which were 
written in the Law of Moſes, and in the Pro- 
phets, and in the Pſalms, concerning him; and 
having opened their Underſtanding, that they 
might underſtand the Scriptures he was ſpeak- 
ing of; he then adds the Words in queſtion, 
which, beyond all reaſonable Doubr, I think, 
amount to this: Thus, you ſee, it is written 
in the Law of Mz/e;, and in the Prophets and 
Plalms, and was therefore hecome abſolutely 
neceſſary, that I ſhould ſuffer, that I ſhould 
riſe from the Dead the third Day, and that 
Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be 
preached in my Name, Cc. The Words, 
that Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be 
preached in his Name, muſt in right Conſtruc- 

tion 
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tion be referred to Thus it is written, and Thus 
it beboved; as they ſtand below : Thus it is 
written, and thus it behoved, that Repentance 
and Remi ſſion of Sins ſhould be preached in his 
Name, Had our Saviour's Meaning been as 
ou conceit, the Particle and muſt have been 
left out, and the Words have run thus: 
* Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt 
to ſuffer, and to riſe from the Dead the third 
Day, that Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 
might be preached in his Name, among all 
Nations. The original Words quoted below 
make this exceedingly clear. But, 2dly, 
80 ill-fated is your Interpretation, that it 
is not only repugnant to all good Rules of 
Grammar and Criticiſm, but to our bleſſed 
Lord's plain Meaning and Defign in this very 
Paſſage : © He roſe from the Dead, ſay you, 
« on purpoſe that he might commiſſion, and 
“ ſpirit, and ſend out the Apoſtles to preach 
the ſame Doctrines to the reſt of Mankind.” 
But what faith he himſelf? Why, that he roſe 
from the Dead, becauſe it was /o written, and 
fo behoved. It was to give Completion to the 
Scriptures, and a moſt ſtrong Proof of his 
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Meffiabſhip : Inſomuch that the main Drift of 
his Diſcourſe to his Diſciples upon this Occa- 
ſion, is to convince them of the Reality of his 
Reſurrection, and of the Accompliſhment of 
the Scriptures which foretold it: For (accord- 
ing to St. John) as yet they knew not the Scrip- 
ture, that be muſt riſe again from the Dead, 
John xx. 9. How ſtrong a Proof of his divine 
Authority his Reſurrection was, our Saviour 
bimſelf, who beſt knew, has told us. When 
he drove the Traders out of the Temple, he 
Jews ſaid unto him, What Sign ſheweſt thou, 
ſeeing that thou doſt theſe Things? Feſus anſwered, 
and ſaid unto them, Deſtroy this Temple, and in 
three Days I will raiſe it up, John ii. 18, 19. 
Here, you ſee, our Lord places the Proof of 
bis divine Miſſion ſolely in his future Reſur- 
rection x. I do not ſay, that other Ends were 
not deſigned, and Purpoſes anſwered, by our 
Lord's Reſurrection: But I do ſay and main- 
tain, that the End aſſigned by you, was neither 
the principal one, nor at all- intended in the 


Paſſage you have quoted to prove it. 


You go on ſtill very unfortunately in draw- 
ing Concluſions from this Text. By compare- 
mg it with theſe Words of St. Mark, And he 
ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature, Mark xvi. 
15. you collect, that to © preach the Goſpel, 


See alfo Mar. xii. 38, 29, 40. 
« and 
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c and to preach the Doctrines of Repentance 
« and Remiſſion of Sins, is in Chriſt's Account 
« the ſame Thing.“ For a Confutation of 
this, I refer to what is argued above, upon 
the Nature of the Goſpel : And ſhall at preſent 
only obſerve the apparent Inconſiſtency of 
your Notion with our Saviour's Preaching 3 
Repent ye, and believe the Goſpel, Mark 1. 15. 


I pass on to pag. 43. where I find you 
arguing thus: © The Goſpel of Jefus Chriſt 
« js not an hiſtorical Account of Matters of 
« Fact: As thus; Chriſt ſuffered, died, roſe 
* from the Dead, aſcended into Heaven.— 
« Luke vii. 22, Go your way and tell John, 
« what Things ye have ſeen and heard, how 
« that the Blind ſee, the Lame walk, the Lepers 
are cleanſed, the Deaf hear, the Dead are 
« raiſed, to the Poor the Goſpel is preached, 
* &c. Here we ſee, that the Goſpel was 
“ preached to the Poor by Chriſt himſelf, ante- 
* cedent to the Tranſactions I now refer to; 
e and therefore thoſe Facts, or any Doctrines 
founded upon them, (ſuch as that of Chriſt's 
« datisfaction, or that of his Interceflion, or 
* the like) cannot be any Part of that 
© Goſpel.” 


To all this I oppoſe what follows : Firſt, 
That che Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt is, in a 
certain Senſe, Part of his Goſpel, I ſuppoſe, 
hath been ſhewn above, by what I call and 
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think poſitive Proof ; even the expreſs Teſti- 
mony of Holy Writ. At preſent therefore I 
ſhall only repeat ſome Words of the Apoſtle 
St. Paul, which are in the fulleſt manner de- 
clarative of this: And we declare unto you 
glad Tidings, how that the Promiſe which was 
made unto the Fathers, God hath fulfilled the 


ſame unto us their Children, in that he hath 


raiſed up Jeſus again, Acts xiii. 32, 33. And 
why his Crucifixion, Death, and Aſcenſion 
ſhould not be deemed Part of his Goſpel, as 
well as his Reſurrection, thoſe may give 
a good Reaſon who know one, Secondly, I 
agree that the Goſpel was preached by Chriſt 
antecedent to his Crucifixion, Death, Reſur- 
rection, and Aſcenſion. But what then? Will 
it follow in your Way, that theſe Tranſactions 


-are no Part of his Goſpel? No ſuch Matter : 


You pretend, and undertake to prove, that the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 1s the ſame with his 
Doctrine: But you will not, you-cannort deny, that 
at the ſame time he preached his Doctrine, he 
alſo preached thoſe very Events; foretelling 
them frequently and circumſtantially. Where 
then is your Antecedency ? Thirdly, This Ar- 
gument of yours ſeems to recoil upon your- 
ſelf: For if it be a fair and juſt Concluſion, 
that the Events above-mentioned are no Part 
of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe the 
Preaching of that Goſpel was prior to them, 
in reſpect of Time; it may by the ſame Method 


be equally concluded, that a capital Part of 


what 
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what you call the Doctrine of Chriſt, is no 
Part of his Goſpel. Thoſe Events (if we may 
credit the Scriptures of the New Teſtament) 
all happened ſoon after our Lord foretold 
them: But that fundamental, that characteriſti- 
cal Doctrine of Chriſt namely, a future Judg- 
ment to be executed by himſelf, and a State of 
Rewards and Puniſhments to enſue upon his 
Sentence; that Doctrine, I ſay, is not yet ful- 
filled: And ſurely the Goſpel was as much 
preached antecedent to that, as to the ſaid Events. 
So that your own Argument, ſuppoſed to be 
concluſive, fights againſt you; cutting off intirely 
your third doctrinal Propoſition, and at the 
ſame time laying open and naked the Incon- 
ſiſtency of your Scheme. 


Bu T you have not yet done with this Text. 
« Chriſt turned Water into Wine, gave Sight 
* to the Blind, Feet to the Lame, Life to the 
* Dead, Sc. Theſe, ſay you, are Facts, which 
e though they were proper to awaken the At- 
« tention of his Hearers, and to give Weight 
* to his Preaching and Miniſtry, yet the 
«* Hiſtory of them is no Part of his Goſpel — 
« This is evident from the Text I before 
* quoted, Zyke vii. 22. Where the Working 
* of Miracles, and preaching the Goſpel to 
* the Poor, are by Chriſt conſidered and repre- 
* ſented as two different Things,” pag. 44. 
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IT is indeed very true, that theſe miracu- 
lous Works are not Part of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, in its ſtrict original Senſe : But neither 
is his Docti ine any more ſo, What that Senſe 
is, I ſuppoſe, I have ſhewn above, proving at 
the ſame time, - that there is in Scripture a 
more large and general Acceptation of the 
Goſpel, And in this latter Senſe, the Miracles 
of our Lord are Part of the Goſpel : And ſo is 
his Doctrine, and the other Circumſtances re- 
lating to him. 


I 60 forward to pag. 45. where I find this 
ſurpriſing Paſſage: © St. James (as in chap. v. 
&« 17, 18.) relates it as a Matter of Fact, viz. 
« That Elias prayed earneſtly, that it might 
« not rain; and it rained not on the Earth by 
& the Space of three Years and fix Months, 
e And he prayed again, and the Heavens gave 
e Rain, and the Earth brought forth her Fruit. 
« And according to St. Fames's Repreſentation 
t of the Story, the Caſe ſeems to be, not only 
tc that this great Drought was brought upon 
e the Land, in Conſequence of the Prophet's 
© Prayer; but alſo, that the Prophet's Prayer 
* was the Produce of his Paſſion and Reſent- 
© ment. Elias c a Man ſubjef to lite 
« Paſſions as we are, and he prayed earneſtly, 
& Kc. Now, whether St. James received that 
« Part of the Hiſtory, vg. that the three 


« Years and a half's Drought upon the Land, 
: cs an- 
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% and then the giving of Rain, was the Effect 
« of the. Prophet's Prayer; I ſay, whether 
« St. James received this by Tradition from 
« the Jews, (for it does not appear to be ſup- 


ported by the Hiſtory of thoſe Times) or 


« how he came by his Information, or 
« whether it be true in Fact or not, it maketh 
* nothing to us, &c.' 


IN Defence of the ſacred Writer, whom I 
take to be here groſely miſrepreſented, I have 
thus much to offer: Firſt, St. James, I confels, 
doth declare this exceſſive Drought to have 
been occaſioned by the Prophet's Prayer; but 
I can by no means admit, that he is not therein 
ſupported by the Hiſtory of thoſe Times. We 
read in the firſt Book of Kings, chap. xvii. 1, 
That Elijah e Tiſhbite, wwho was of the Inha- 
bitants of Gilead, ſaid unto Ahab, As the Lord 
God of Iſrael liveth, before whom I ſtand, there 
ſhall not be Dew nor Rain theſe Years, but ac- 
cording to my Word. And, chap. xviii. 41, c. 
that Elijah /aid unto Ahab, Get, thee up, eat 
and drink; for there is a Sound of Abundance 
of Rain. So Ahab went up to eat, and to drink, 
and Elijah went up to the Top of Carmel ; and 
he caſt himſelf down upon the Earth, and put 
his Face between his Knees, and ſaid to his Ser- 
vant, Go up now, look toward the Sea. And 
he went up, and looked, and ſaid, There is no- 
"es And he ſaid, Go again ſeven times, 
And it came to paſs at the ſeventh time, that 
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he ſaid, Bebold, there ariſith a little Cloud out 
of the Sea, like a Man's Hand. And be ſaid, 
Go up, jay unto Ahab, Prepare thy Chariot, and 
get thee down, that the Rain flop thee not. 
And it came to paſs in the mean while, that 
the Heaven was black with Clouds and Wind, 
and there was a great Rain. Now in all 
Writings whatſoever, there are, and muſt be 
many Things untold in Words, which yet the 
Circumſtances of the Facts or Caſes related ne- 
ceſſarily ſuggeſt to the Reader. And this Obſer- 
vation 1s remarkably verified in the Hiſtorical 
Books of the Old Teſtament; where the Tranſa- 
tions of large Periods of Time, are told with 
peculiar Brevity. Let us apply it then to the Paſ- 
ſages above-quoted : There we have a Prophet 
of the moſt High ſtriking Awe into a wicked 
idolatrous King, with a Denunciation of a moſt 
deſtructive Drought ; which, he ſays, ſpeaking 
both of the Beginning and End together, ſhall 
be brought on and ceaſe, according to his 
Word. And the intermediate Hiſtory informs 
us, that it accordingly happened, and laſted 
ſome Years. The ſame Perſon is afterwards 
introduc'd, giving the Notice he had foretold 
of the Return of Rain ; and then going up tc 
the Top of Mount Carmel, and, with long 
and earneſt Prayer, requeſting the Accompliſh- 
ment of his Promiſe : For this the Action and 
Circumſtances ſeem plainly to denote. Elijah 
went up to the Top of Carmel, and be caſt him- 
feff down upon the Earth and put his Face 

between 
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between his Knees. This is the Eaſtern poſture 
of Prayer; and the Continuance of the Prophet 
in that poſture, while his Servant went and came 
ſeven times, ſhews' his Prayer to have been long 
and earneſt, From the whole then, we may 
collect ſome undeniableFactsandCircumſtances, 
which will reduce the Matter in Diſpute to a 
narrow Compaſs. They are theſe : The Pro- 
phet ſpeaks of the Beginning and End of the 
Drought at the ſame time, and in the ſame 
Words: The End of it is manifeſtly repre- 
ſented, as preceded by his Word, and produced 
by his Prayer: There appears to be no Reaſon, 
why his Prayer was more neceſſary to take the 
Drought off, than to bring it on: The Hiſto- 
rian is remarkably ſhort and conciſe in his 
Narrations. Theſe Particulars being admitted, 
(and how they can be fairly conteſted, I know 


| i not) the remaining Queſtion will be only this: 


Whether they prove the Meaning of the Hi- 
ſtory to be, that the Drought was brought on, 
and taken of, by the Efficacy of the Prophet's 
Prayer? And the Affirmative appears to me fo 
very evident, that Iwill not add a Word more. 


I do not indeed find in the ſacred Hiſtory, 
that the Drought laſted three Years and fix 
Months: But neither do I find any thing in- 
conſiſtent with it. The Text ſays, that he 
Word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third 
Year, ſaying, Go fſhew thyſelf unto Ahab; and 
ſill jend Rain upon the Earth, 1 Kings xviii. t. 
Ic 
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It might be late in the third Year, when the 
Prophet receiv'd his Orders: And the Matters 
related in the Hiſtory, from that Time to the 
{ending of Rain upon the Earth, may well be 
ſuppoſed to have completed the three Years 
and ſix Months. Elijah goes to meet Obadial, 
who was roaming about the Country in queſt 
of Fountains of Water, and Brooks. Then he 
goes to Abab : And Ahab at his Inſtance, 
ſummons all 1/-ae/, and the four hundred and 
fifty Prophets of Baal, and the four hundred 
Prophets of the Groves, to Mount Carmel; 
which, in the Nature of the Thing, muſt have 
been a Work of conſiderable Time. Then 
follows the Story of the Trial, by Sacrifice, of 
the idolatrous Prophets, and of the Prophet of 
the Lord; together with Elijab's Victory, and 
the Slaughter of the idolatrous Prophets. And 
ſome time after that, Eliſab gives Notice to 
Ahab of the Approach of Rain; and goes up 
to the Top ot Mount Carmel, to requcit it 
by Prayer of the Lord. Theſe Trantactions, I 
apprehend, prove at leaſt, that the Hiſtory 
doth not contradict the Apoſtle, And tho' it 
doth not determine preciſely the Duration of 
che Drought ; yet is there no Occaſion to call 
in Tradition to ſupport St. James: That may 
be done, if it be at all neceſſary, in a Way far 
more {atisfactory. For there might have been 
authentick Records, or written Hiſtory of the 
intire Tranſaction, extant in his Days. Through- 
out the holy Scriptures frequent Refereucts5 
ate 
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are made to Books or Hiſtories then in Being, 
which are not come down to us: Such are the 
Book of Jaſber, Foſbua x. 13. and the Book 
of the Acts of Solomon, 1 Kings xi. 41. and 
many others. But to make ſhort: The Cer- 
tainty of the Continuance of the Drought for 
three Years and fix Months, according to St. 
James's Account, is irrefragably proved by a 
Teſtimony, which, 1 ſuppoſe, you will not 
call in queſtion; I mean the Teſtimony of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who ſpeaks 
thus: Many Widows were in Iſrael in the Days 
of Elias, when the Heaven was ſhut up three 
Tears and fix Months, Luke iv. 25. 


SECONDLY, I cannot allow that St. James 
repreſents the Prophet's Prayer to be the Pro- 
duce of his Paſſion and Reſentment, without 
giving up all juſt Rules of Language and Cri- 
ticiſm. This, Sir, I take to be inconteſtably 
an Error, and an Error ſo extraordinary, ſo 
much out of .the way, that I cannot even gueſs 
how you could fall into it. The Words of 
St. James are theſe: Elias was a Man ſubject 
to ike Paſſions as we are, How could you 
imagine, that the Apoſtle deſcribes in theſe 
Words a Man angry and reſentful? In our 
Mother-tongue, would any body fo characterize 
a paſſionate Perſon? And if he ſhould, could 
he be underſtood ſo ro mean; to intend the 
particular Paſſion of Anger and Reſentment, 


by mentioning ſeveral indeterminate Paſſions? 
But 
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But indeed Points of this Nature cannot be 
rightlv decided without conſulting the Original. 
The Word in the Greek Text is * ;uaoradys, a 
Word, I believe, never uſcd by any Author to 
denote Paſſion and Reſentment. When ap- 
plied to Men, it ſignifies, that they are ſubject 
to al! the Paſſions, Appetites and Affections; or 
to all the Evils, Sufferings, Wants and Infir- 
mities of human Nature, to Sickneſs, Pain, 
Poverty, Dh, and the like: fo that to ſay, a 

Man 1s 0porTadrs NM, is as much as to call 
him a mere Man. I can't help wondering, 
that a Paſſage in the As, exactly parallel to 
this, did not occur to you: + Ss, hy do ye 
theſe Things? We alſo are Men of like Paſſions 
with you, Acts xiv. 15. They are the Words 
of Barnabas and Paul to the Inhabitants of 
Lyfira; who ſuppoſed them to be Gods in 
human Shapes, and were going to offer Sacri- 
fice to them as ſuch. Think you, chat the 
Apoſtles intended by theſe Words (in which 
we have the ſame Phraſe, as in the Epiſtle of 
St. James) to repreſent themſelves to the Peo- 
ple of Lyſtra to be Men paſſionate and reſent- 
ful? Or rather, is it not as plain as the plaineſt 
Truth, that they declare themſelves thereby 
to be no Gods; to be as much Men as they 
were? It would be an eaſy Matter to multiply 
Proofs and Examples; but ſurely it would be 
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arrant Trifling in a Caſe ſo very evident. I 
ſhall only juſt obſerve, what a fine Reaſoner 
you make of St. James, when you explain 
him as above. He tells us, tbe effetFual, fer- 
vent (rather the intenſe, the earneſt, zy2oycupsyn) 
Prayer of a. righteous Man availeth much ; 
and he gives the Prophet Eliſab as an In- 
ſtance of it: But, methinks, it ſhould ſeem a 
moſt odd Way of proving the Efficacy of a 
righteous Man's Prayer, to ſay that Elias was 
a Man paſlionate and reſen ful, and in the Heat 
of his Wrath prayed that it might not rain, and 
it rained not, Sc. You muſt "excuſe me, Sir, 
1f I cannot allow ſuch a Blunder as this to be- 


long to an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chrijt. 
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I rass on to pag. 48. where I find you 
charging St. Pau! with certain Opinions or 
Doctrines, which you ſuppoſe to be advanced 
in his eleventh Chapter to the Romans, I think 
you miſtaken in every one of them: As I ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew, by ſeverally conſidering 


them in the Order they ſtand. 
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te St. Paul ſeems to be of Opinion, ſay you, 
te that the Goſpel being preachcd to the Gen- 
tiles was owing to the Generality of the 
« fews rejecting it, as 2ppcars from his Argu- 
“ ment and Reaſonings, Rom. xi. from Verſe 
* the loch to the End of the Chapter.” 
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Now that the Meſſiah was to be a Light 
to lighten the Gent:les, or that the Goſpel was 
to be preached to them, the Prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament do in general Terms frequent- 
ly declare (As xv. 1 5. and xxvi. 22, 23.) ; and 
that they do ſo, St. Paul himſelf ſays, and 
ſuppoſes in ſeveral Places of his Epiſtles ; par- 
ticularly in theſe : The Scripture, foreſeeing that 
God would juſtify the Heathen through Faith, 
preached before the Goſpel unto Abraham, /ſay- 
ing, In thee ſball all Nations be bleſſed, Gal. 
iii. 8. As he ſaith alſo in Oſee, I will call 
them my People, which were not my People ; and 
her Beloved, which was not beloved, Rom. ix, 
25. According to the Revelation of the Myſtery 
——by the Scriptures of the Prophets——made 
known to all Nations for the Obedience of Faith, 
Xvi. 25, 26. Add, that our Saviour command- 
ed his Apoſtles to go into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature; and that 
St. Paul, who received the Goſpel immediately 
from him, could not but know that Command, 
Conſiſtently then with all this, how could the 
Apoſtle ſay, as he does in his eleventh Chapter 
to the Romans, that through their (the Jews) 
Fall, Salvation is come unto the Gentiles? ver. 11. 
ThatBlindneſs in part is happened to Iſrael, until 
the Fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in? ver. 25. 
That the Gentiles have now obtained Mercy 
through their (the Jews) Unbelief? ver. 30. 
How, I fay, are theſe Things to be reconciled 

2 together? 
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together? The Anſwer is obvious: By the 
Declarations of the Prophets, as well as by 
our Lord's expreſs Command, the Goſpel was 
firſt to be preached to the Jews : It was ac- 
cordingly offered to them; but they violently 
oppoſed and rejected it: And their Blindneſs 
and Obſtinacy put the Preaching of the Goſpel 
out of Courſe; ſo that it was ſooner publiſhed 
to the Gentiles, than otherwiſe it would have 
been. This is not mere Invention and Hypo- 
theſis, but real Matter of Fact, thoroughly 
ſupported, I think, by the Hiſtory of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles; as the following Quotations 
may ſerve to ſhew : Then Paul and Barnabas 
waxed bold, and ſaid, It was neceſſary that the 
Word of God ſhould firſt have been ſpoken to 
you : But ſeeing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourſelves unworthy of everlaſting Life, lo, we 
turn to the Gentiles. For ſo hath the Lord 
commanded us, ſaying, * I have ſet thee to be a 
Light to the Gentiles, that thou ſhouldſt be for 
Salvation un;o the Ends of the Earth, Acts 
X111. 46, 47. Paul was preſſed in Spirit, and 
teſtified to the Jews, that Feſus was Chriſt : 
And when they oppoſed themſelves, and blaſ- 
phemed, he ſhook his Ratment, and ſaid unto 
them, Your Blood be upon your own Heads ; I 
am clean : From henceforth I will go unto the 
Gentiles, xviii. 5, 6. And it came to paſs, that 
when I (Paul) was come again to Jeruſalem, 


* T/aiah xlix. 6. 
I 2 even 


1 


even while I prayed in the Temple, T was in a 
Trance, and ſaw him, ſaying unto me, Make 
haſte, and get thee quickly out of Jeruſalem ; 
for they will not receive thy Teſtimony concerning 
me.—— And he jaid unto me, Depart : For 7 
will ſend thee far hence, unto the Gentiles, 
xxIi. 177, 18, 21. 1 (Paul) was not di ſobedient 
unto the heavenly Jiſion; but ſhewed firſt unto 
them of Damaſcus, and at Jeruſalem, and 
throughout all the Coaſts of Judea, and then to 
the Gentiles, that they ſhould repent and turn 
t God, and do Works meet for Repentance, 
xxvi. 19, 20. If you will pleaſe to compare 
theſe Paſſages with the cleventh Chapter to 
the Romans, cannot doubt, but you will per- 
ccive, that St. Paul does not there mean, that 
the Unbelief of the Jeꝛos was the Reaſon why 
the Goſpel was at all preached to the Gentiles; 
but only that it was the Occaſion of its being 
ſo carly preached to them. 


SAINT Paul indeed, mentioning in his 
Epiſtles the Preaching of the Goſpel to the 
Gentiles, calls it the Myſtery —which in other 
Ares was not made known unto the Sons of Men, 
as it is now reveal: d unto his hely Apoſties and 
| Prophets by toe Spirit, Epheſ. iii. 3, 5. The 
| 1 tytery e aol. eh hath been hid from. Ages, aud 
| 


rom Generatiens, but now is made man fe unto 
his Saints, Colo. 1, 26. But the Apoſtle, I 
apprehend, by theſe and the like Expreſſions, 
does not mean the bate Preaching of che Goſpel 
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to the Gentiles; but the particular Circum- 
ſtances, the Time, the Occaſion, the Manner 
of it; this Circumſtance eſpecially, that the 
Gentiles ſhould be incorporated into one and 


the ſame Church with the Jeu, and partake 


equally with them of the Privileges and Bene- 
fits of the Goſpel. Theſe Things were really 
a Myſtery hid from Ages and Generations, and 
then firſt made manifeſt to his Saints. 


You go on in theſe Words: “And it ſeems 
to be his Opinion likewiſe, that it was a 
Part of the original Scheme of Providence, 
and a Thing intended by God, that the Body 
of the Fei Nation ſhould thus reject the 
Goſpel, and thereby give him an Occaſion 
of offering it to the Gentiles; or at leaſt, 
that he, foreknowing the Fews would act 
thus, takes an Occaſion from that Circum- 
ſtance, (being as it were affronted with, and 
reſenting their Ingratitude) to offer the Go- 
ſpel to the Gentiles, which otherwiſe he 
would not have done.” 


ct 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


SAINT PAUL does indeed teach, that the 
Publication of the Goſpel to the Gentiles 
was foretold in the Prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament; and he quotes Maſes and Eſaias, 
as deſcribing its ſucceſsful Propagation among 
them, and the Anger and Envy of the Jews 
upon that Account (Rc. x. 19, 20.). But 
where, I pray, does he ſay, or ſuppoſe, that it 

was 
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was Part of the original Scheme of Providence, 
and a Thing intended by God, that the Body 
of the Jewiſh Nation ſhould reject the Goſpel ; 

inſomuch that God would not have offered the 
Goſpel to the Gentiles, if the Fews had re- 
ceived it? Nothing of all this can I diſcover 
in any of his Writings, but much to the con- 
trary. As you impute this Opinion to St. Pau / 
without pointing out the particular Places of 
the Chapter, from which you collect it; I 
can only gueſs, that you ground it chiefly upon 
theſe Words: What then? Iſrael hath not ob- 
tained that which he ſeeketh for; but the Elec- 
tion hath obtained it, and the reſt were blinded: 

According as it is written, God bath given them 
the Spirit of Slumber, Eyes that they ſhould not 
fee, and Ears that they ſhould not bear, to this 
Day, Rom. xi. 7, 8. But might not the Apoſtle, 

with the utmoſt Propriety, ſtyle thoſe few Jews 
the Election, who were rightly diſpoſed and 
qualified to embrace the Goſpel, and did em- 

brace it, without intending that they were ne- 

ceſſitated to do ſo by any particular Decree or 
Fore-appointment of God? Might he not juſtly 
ſay, that thoſe Fews were hardened, or hardencd 
by God, who had taken Occaſion from his For- 
bearance and Long-ſuftering to harden them- 
ſelves, and had ſo far abuſed the Means and 
Opportunities he had afforded for converting 
them to Chriſtianity, as violently and obſtinate- 


ly to oppole it ? 
k . Bu T 


LS 3 


Bur farther : Had it been St. Paul's Opinion, 
that it was Part of the original Scheme of 
« Providence, and a Thing intended by God, 
« that the Body of the 7eiſb Nation ſhould 
« reject the Goſpel,” would he, think you, 
have quoted theſe Words from J/aiab againſt 
thoſe Fews ? All Day long I have ſtretched 
forth my Hands unto a diſobedient and gain- 
ſaying People, Rom. x. 21. Would he have 
ſpoken of em thus? Becauſe of Unbelief they 
were broken off — And — if they bide not ftill 
in Unbelief, ſhall be graffed in, Rom. xi. 20, 23. 
My Heart's Deſire and Prayer to God for 
Iſrael, is, that they might be ſaved, Rom. x. 1. 
Behold therefore the Goodneſs and Severity of 
God : On them which fell, Severity; but to- 
wards thee Goodneſs, if thou continue in his 
Goodneſs : Otherwiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut off, 
Rom. xi. 22. Surely all this, and much more 
that might be produced, clearly implies, that 
the Diſobedience and Unbelief of the Fews 
was their own free and voluntary Act. You 
may ſee therefore, that the Apoſtle could not 
be of the Opinion you impute to him, without 
manifeſt Self-contradiction. This, I own, 
of might have come from any raw untutor'd 
Scribler, but is altogether unſuitable to the 
Character of St. Paul, who was able to pro- 
pagate the Goſpel in the moſt flouriſhing Seats 
„cf Learning and Science, and is ranked with 
the 


[ 64 ] 
the top Orators of Greece, by that moſt judicious 
Critic Longinus. 


You proceed in your Charge thus: © St, 
ce Paul alſo ſeems to be of Opinion, that God 
* by this Method of his Providence intended 
« not only to ſhew Kindneſs to the Gentiles, 
* but alſo to mortify the eus, and provoke 
& them to Jealouſy; which was likely to be 
* the Caſe, when they ſaw the Gentiles, who 
« were a People whom they very much 
„ deſpiſed, taken into divine Favour, and 
« made their Rivals.” 


A * 


ry 


"Tis true, St. Paul ſays, through their 
(the Jews) Fall Salvation is come unto the 
Gentiles, for to provoke them to Tealoujy : 
But, I think, you grievouſly miſunderſtand 
him, when you ſuppoſe him to mean, that 
God, by favouring the Gentiles in that Manner, 
intended merely to vex or mortify the Tes. 
This, I apprehend, is ſo far from being the 
Caſe, that it is undoubtedly the Doctrine of 
St. Paul, that the Preaching of the Goſpel to 
the Gentiles was deſigned for the Converſion 
of the Jews. Hear the Apoſtle himſelt : For 
T would not, Brethren, that ye ſhould be ignorant 
of this Myſtery that Blindneſs in Part 1 
happened to Iirael, until the Fulneſs of the Gen- 
tiles be come in. And jo all Iſrael Hall be 
ſaved, Rom. xi. 25, 26. For as ye (Gentiles) 


in Times paſt have not believed God, yet have 
= now 
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now obtained Mercy through their Unbelief * 
Even ſo have theſe (the Jews) alſo now not be- 
liev?d, that through your Mercy they alſo may 
obtain Mercy, ver: 30, 31. Had you attended 
to theſe Paſſages, you could not well have 
thought it St. Paul's Senſe, that Salvation was 
come to the Gentiles merely to mortify the 
eus. His Expreſſion is, es T9 Tepalnnncai 
ab res; and it ſignifies, to provoke them to Emu- 
lation or Imitation; to raiſe ſuch Diſpoſitions 
and Reſolutions in them, as Men generally 
feel, when they perceive themſelves in any 
way excelled by others: Both the Argument, 
and the Uſe of the Phraſe concur to prove this, 
The Apoſtle has the ſame Verb in this Senſe 
a few Verſes below: For I ſpeak t6 you Gentiles, 
inaſmuch as I am the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
1 magnify mine Office; if by any means I may 
provoke to Emulation them which are my Fleſh, 
(&Tws TApalnnucy ps Thy oapue) and might 
Jave ſome of them, ver. 13, 14. Underſtand 
St. Paul in this Senſe, and, I truſt, you will 
find his whole Reaſoning to be juſt, ſtrong, 
and worthy of its Author. 


Txt laſt Inſtance I ſhall mention, is at pag. 
80. in theſe Words: And behold, I ſend the 
« Promiſe of my Father unto you, but tarry 
eye in the City of Jeruſalem, until ye ſhall 
« be endued with Power from on bigh. This 
* Promiſe of the Father, or the enduing 


* them with Power from on High, as it con- 


K « faſted 


Er 
* ſiſted in the working Miracles like as Chrift 
* had done before, and to anſwer the ſame 
* End; ſo it was made good to them at the 
« Feaſt of Pentecoſt following.“ 


STRANGE Prejudice ; or amazing Care- 
leſneſs! For there is not, I think, any one 
thing in the whole ſacred Scripture more fully 
and clearly expreſſed, than that this Promiſe of | 
the Father was the Holy Ghoſt. And being 
aſſembled together with them, (the Apoſtles) com- 
manaed them, that they ſhould not depart from 
Jeruſalem, but wait for the Promiſe of the 
Father ; which, ſaith be, ye have heard of me. 
For John truly baptized with Water ; but ye 
ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, not many 
Days hence, Acts i. 4, 5. And when the Day 
of Pentecoſt was fully come, they were all with 
one Accord in one Place. And ſuddenly there 
came a Sound from Heaven, as of a ruſhing 
mighty Wind, and it filled all the Houſe where 
they were ſitting. And there appeared unto 
them cloven Tongues, like as of Fire, and it 
fat upon each of them: And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with 
ether Tongues, as the Spirit gave them Utterance. 
i, Feſus hath God raiſed up, whereof we 
all are Witneſſes. Therefore, being by the Right- 
hand of God exalted, and having received of 
the Father the Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, be 
hath ſbed forth this, which ye now ſee and 


bear, AQts ii. 1, 2, 3,4, 32, 33. Can * 
| 0 
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be plainer than theſe? Can any declare more 
expreſsly, that the Promiſe of the Father ſent 
to the Apoſtles on the Day of Pentecoſt, was 
the Holy Ghoſt ; that the Effect immediately 
produced by it, was the Preaching of the Goſpel 
in various Languages; and conſequently that 
the Intent of it was the better and ſpeedier 
Propagation of the Goſpel among all Nations? 
You ſuppoſe, that the Promiſe of the Father 
e conſiſted in working Miracles, like as Chriſt 
ec had done before: But I muſt tell you, Sir, 
that the Apoſtles had the Power of working 
Miracles long before; even when they were 
firſt ſent forth by our Saviour to preach the 
Goſpel: I appeal to the Evangeliſts: And 
when he had called unto him his twelve Diſciples 
be gave them Power againſt unclean Spirits, to 
caſt them out, and to heal all manner of Sickneſs, 
and all manner of Diſeaſe.— And as ye go, 
preach, ſaying, The Kingdom of Heaven 1s at 
band. Heal the Sick, cleanſe the Lepers, rai ſe 
the Dead, caſt out Devils, Mat. x. 1, 7, 8. 
Then he called his twelve Diſciples together, 
and gave them Power and Authority over all 
Devils, and to cure Diſeaſes, Luke ix. 1. 


So much for your Comments upon Holy 
Scripture. How worthy they are of a good 
Scholar, or a good Reaſoner, or an Aſſerter of 
the true Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, I ſubmit ro 
your own Conſcience. To inveigh and aggra- 
vate would misbecome me, who am contend- 
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ing for Truth, not for Victory: But, in Juſtice 


to the whole Chriſtian Miniſtry, I muſt beg 
leave to offer your own Interpretations of Scrip- 
ture, asa ſufficient Confutation of the following 
Paragraph of your Book: © Tho' great Learn- 

© ing, tedious Study, &c. may be neceſſary to 
« render Men capable of perverting it, (the 
« Goſpel) and making it ſubſervient to other 
* and contrary Purpoſes, than what it was in- 
ve tended for: Yet theſe are not neceſſary to 
e render Men capable of undertaking it 
ce themſelves, nor yet to qualify them to preach 
« it to others, pag. 8 5. 


HirhERTO I have oppoſed your Scheme, 
your Notions, your Interpretations: But I can 
at length come ſo far to an Agreement with 
you, as to claſe my Letter with the ſame 
Words you cloſe your VIth Section; freely 
acknowledging that you have proved, beyond 
all Contradiction, That every thing is not 
« Chriſt's Goſpel, which weak, or ignorant, or 
te artfu] Men have taken upon them to call by 
„that Name.“ 


J am, SIR, 
Dur fincere Well-wiſher, 


FEE: and humble Servant, 


ee . P. 
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